
  
 
 

   
 

 
 

 

     
  

      
           

 

   
    

   

 
 

       
           

       
     

   

   
  

    
     

   
   

  
  

   
 

 
 

    
   

  

         
  

 

Philip L. Collyer 
7210 Rollingwood Drive 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 
Spouse: Rosemary M. Collyer 
Major: Geology 
(301) 906-7160 (cell) 
email: phil@collyer.us 

So yes, I too have great memories of our time together at Denison.  You already know most of them, 
because you have them too.  The others, well, let’s just keep them between ourselves! 

For me, the chronology of adult life doesn’t quite do it.  Graduated – got married – had some army time – 
graduate school – enjoyed several careers – raised a son – picked up some hobbies – and retired.  Had 
enough? 

If not, here are a few of the highlights. But first, my most spectacular 
move was in marrying my high school sweetheart – Rosemary.  The last 
50 years together have been awesome. I stopped working (for 
compensation anyway) four years ago but Rory is still going strong.  As 
a federal district court judge, and chief judge of the FISA court, she 
continues to reinforce our decision to get married three weeks out of 
Denison. 

As for my many and varied careers, they have encompassed: prospecting geology | developing surface 
and underground uranium mines | siting nuclear fuel waste disposal sites | consulting in rocket science 
environmental safety | managing and growing nonprofits | and running a very successful business. The 
details are less important but the doing was fun and exciting. Hard work, lots of travel, and significant 
time spent in British Columbia, Ontario, Wyoming, Colorado and the Washington DC area. 

Our son Tim has also been successful in taking the path less traveled.  He spent many years at sea 
working on tall ships.  By the time he put the oar over his shoulder and walked inland, he had his deep-
water captain’s license and had sailed to many places in the Atlantic and Pacific.  He now manages cyber 
defense and security for a Fortune 100 company and its thousands of employees. 

My free time has been devoted to sports and photography.  In my late 40’s I converted a lifetime of 
running into triathlons.  I would still be competing were it not for an ankle that had other ideas.  That 
original ankle has been replaced three times.  Photography has been a passion since I was a teenager and 
has been upgraded since then.  International recognition, magazine publications, and a few awards have 

been the icing on the cake. [Shameless promotion alert:] 
www.philcollyerphotography.com. 

My involvement with Denison over the decades has truly been 
rewarding.  From two terms on the Alumni Council, to national chair of 
Denison Clubs, to several guest lectures with the students, and finally as 
an Alumni Citation recipient – I have been blessed by Denison and carry 
it among my lifetime rewards. 

So that’s it folks.  If you have read this far, you deserve a reward of your own. Come to our 50th reunion 
and I’ll have it for you! 
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