
  
   

  
 

 
 

 
   

 
       

   
     

   
       

    
  

  

    
         
          

      
     

        
   

      
      

    
       

      

          
         

      
    

       
      

  

           
        

  

James R. Gordon (Jim) 
Spouse: Linda Widdersheim Gordon 
1291 W. Dry Creek Rd. 
Littleton, Colorado 80120 
303-909-6405 (C) 
720-638-4566 (H) 
jgordon@jrgordonlaw.com 
Major: Political Science 

50 years?!  It can’t be.  It seems not so long ago that I was going through rush, pledging the Sig House, 
surviving Hell Week (in preparation for later Basic Training I’m sure), enjoying the unparalleled beauty 
of our Denison campus, being constantly stimulated by bright, engaging professors, planning Derby Day 
with the bros, competing in varsity wrestling under legendary lacrosse and wrestling coach Tommy 
Thomsen, waging numerous, spirited fraternity battles on the green, spacious IM fields, groovin’ to a 
steady stream of on-campus soul music bands like the Four Tops and Isley Brothers , and waiting, just 
waiting each colorful Spring for “Hold That Tiger” to play on the Swasey Chapel bells.  Where does the 
time go my friends?! 

My two years in the freshman dorms as a JA and then Head Resident under witty and wise Mark Smith, 
where we occasionally dispensed “dorm justice” to mischievous freshmen, helped lead me to law school 
at Pitt. After serving in the Army Reserves and then 4 years with a large Pittsburgh law firm, I headed 
west to Colorado. I was first introduced to this picturesque state while at Denison, when I spent a 
summer working with a fraternity brother in Rocky Mountain National Park. I vowed to return, and I 
did! Shortly after arriving in CO in 1975, I met my wonderful wife, Linda.  It seems that I’m drawn to 
natural beauty, whether it’s Denison, Colorado, or my bride of 40+ years. 

I practiced law for 43 years, while Linda served as a Speech Pathologist in the public schools. We both 
enjoyed challenging, rewarding careers.  I was engaged in a wide variety of cases, everything from cattle 
rustling (yes, my first CO case), to complex civil disputes often involving commercial and probate 
litigation, to a wide variety of estate planning cases toward the end of my career. Along the way, I 
developed lasting friendships with clients and colleagues alike. 

Like many of you, Linda and I are now both fully retired. Linda’s dear parents, who moved to CO from 
southern FL in the early 80’s and have since passed, were an integral part of our lives while we raised 
our two kids, Michele and Chris.  Currently, we spend a good chunk of time in CA, where those kids, 
their spouses, and combined 7 young grandchildren have settled.  As the saying goes, had we known 
how much fun grandkids were, we would have had them first! One of our grandchildren, Joy, has 
special needs.  In recent years, she has reaffirmed for both of us the importance of kindness, grace and 
humility. 

I volunteer at a number of outreaches as well, including a local hospital where I’ve visited patients for 
the past 15 years, and an inner-city church where Linda and I help feed the homeless. We also relish 
adventure travel, both home and abroad.  A recent highlight was taking a sunset sail around the island 
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of Santorini, Greece, celebrating our joint retirement, 40th wedding anniversary, and my 70th birthday. It 
was magical. 

I continue to hike, bike, swim, ski and play golf on a regular basis. Surprisingly, I’ve seen steady 
improvement in all of these activities over the past few decades.  Of course, that might not be saying 
much since I began at such a dubious skill level! Call me crazy, but I also enjoy taking care of our yard 
and gardens.  There must be a farmer in my past somewhere. 

So far, our lives have been rich and full. We are blessed by a strong faith, loving family and good 
friends.  If I had one word to sum up my time on this planet both during and after Denison, it would be 
“grateful.” I am also continually amazed at what unique individuals we all are, with such diverse careers 
and interests, while essentially following the same rhythm and cadence of life. In this regard, I’m deeply 
saddened by the earlier loss of special classmates like Hal Beckwith, Larkin Allen, C-Bob, Jeannie 
Purman, Marian Hoag, Bob Craig and many others too numerous to list. 

Finally, I’m honored and privileged to serve as your co-chair for our 50th reunion.  How I landed 
in this position remains a mystery.  Apparently, it’s what happens when you miss a meeting. 
Nonetheless, I’m eager to reconnect with many of our classmates in May, 2018.  What an exceptional 
class we have!  See you all soon, amigos. 


