
  
 

   
   

          
                
           
           

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

      
           
           

 
   

 
      

           
    

 
       

          
          
  

 
      

            
  

 
             

       
           

          
 

           
           

   
 

              
          
       
              

        
   

Denison University 50th Reunion Biography 

Cole F. Brown 
Spouse: Susan (Sue) 
Winter and Summer: Spring and Fall: 

33 Todd Hill Rd, Box 533 463 Tradition Club Dr. 
Bondville, VT 05340 Pawleys Island, SC 29585 
802-297-1418 843-237-1418 

Email: ColeSueVTSC@gmail.com 
Major: Economics 

Good Memories from Denison 

My Denison memories are probably pretty typical: freshman dorm, beanies, chapel and convocations (for credit), studying in the 
‘libe’ (the key to better grades), breaking at Slayter, sticky buns at Sam and Ruth Schaff’s house and fraternity parties. My 
Econ courses were great and I use my economics training every day. Overall, many great Denison memories! 

Professional and Personal Life After Denison 

After graduating from Denison University with a BA in Economics I received an MBA in Marketing from Columbia University 
Graduate School of Business. Denison University was special because it helped me realize my potential; Columbia University 
helped me to develop my skills. 

While at Columbia I was introduced to the consumer package goods industry and brand management, which includes 
responsibility for advertising, promotion, packaging, product development, pricing, sales and profitability. It was a great 
opportunity to combine my management skills with my creative interests – plus it’s fun seeing your ideas in stores and having 
people buy “your product.” 

During my 34-year career I held numerous Marketing/Sales executive positions at companies such as Colgate-Palmolive, 
Mennen, Faberge and Unilever. During that period I held various titles and responsibilities from Brand Manager to Marketing 
Director to Business Manager. 

Over the years I ran/launched some brands that you may be familiar with - such as Brut (cologne and deodorant); Skin Bracer 
Aftershave; Afta Aftershave; Power Stick Deodorant; Windsong, Aviance and Chachet fragrances; Dynamo Laundry Detergent; 
Nytol Sleep Aid; Aqua Net Hairspray and Sunlight Dish Detergent. Little did you know that when you purchased one of these 
brands (or one of our Holiday Gift Sets) that I was “behind the curtain pulling the strings.” 

Right after I started my first job out of Columbia I met my wife, Sue, at Stratton Mountain, Vermont.  We were married in 1974 
and purchased our first vacation home at Stratton in 1975. Since then we've spent nearly forty percent of the weekends each 
year at Stratton enjoying skiing, tennis and golf. 

For most of my career we lived in Westchester County, NY (about 30 miles north of New York City) and Sue taught in 
Stamford, CT. When we retired, we sold our home and moved to our ski house near Stratton Mountain.  We subsequently 
purchased a second home on a golf course in Pawleys Island, South Carolina. We currently split our time between Stratton 
Mountain, Vermont and Pawleys Island, South Carolina. We have an annual schedule, which is a bit unique: winter in VT 
(skiing), spring in SC (beach, golf and tennis), summer in VT (nice and cool in the mountains for golf and tennis), then back to 
SC for the fall. 
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Relatively early in my career I realized that even though I enjoyed my work very much the physical commitment (commuting, 
long hours, extensive travel and stress) was a concern and I set my sights on retiring early. Thankfully I achieved my goal with 
my health and sanity intact. I’ve now been retired for fourteen years and Sue has been retired for eighteen years from teaching 
elementary school.  In retrospect it was brilliant - we love retirement! 

Current Activities 

Since retirement I’ve done a little volunteer work: Mountain Guide for Stratton Mountain Ski Resort and President of the 
Stratton Mountain Country Club. We spend most of our time skiing, playing tennis, golfing and travelling. In addition to ski 
trips, we’ve enjoyed nature trips (African photo safari, Galapagos, US National Parks, Alaska, Polar Bears) plus European, 
Middle-East, Central American, South American and Australian culture. We’ve now been to 6 out of the 7 continents and 
would be delighted to share our experiences (good and bad) with anyone interested in tips. 

We plan to continue to travel as long as our bodies hold up.  We’re very fortunate that our health is great, but I do have two joint 
replacements. I guess that 50 years of skiing has taken its toll. Note to anyone needing joint replacement: do it! 

Reflections and Ramblings 

I can truly say that my life is fundamentally different because of Denison – and particularly Sam Schaff. I was 17 (and 
immature) when I entered Denison and (not unsurprisingly) found myself in grade trouble very quickly. The University “pulled 
out all of the stops,” got me grounded and helped me realize my potential – eventually going from academic probation to Dean’s 
list to nearly straight A’s.  Dr. Sam was instrumental in guiding me at Denison and helping me get into Columbia. I will never 
forget the smile on his face when he handed me my diploma at the Denison graduation ceremony. Nor the delight in his eyes 
fifteen years later when my wife and I took Sam and his wife, Ruth, to a thank you lunch in NYC.  He was beaming – just from 
seeing one of “his boys” do well.  That was Dr. Sam and that was Denison! 

Overall, it's been a great ride - I'm very fortunate. 

Cole and Sue in Botswana – 1998 

Cole and Sue at Machu Picchu - 2014 




