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Austin Independent School District (retired).
Austin, Texas
I have taught K-8 in public schools and pre-K in private schools.

LIFE
With the task of summarizing my life over the last 50 years in 
mind, I think back to the phrase floating around at the end of 
senior year which predicted smugly that it was time to race 
to the suburbs and have 2.5 kids. Well, that race for me was 
more of a marathon than a sprint! Turns out I’m quite a late-
bloomer boomer! 

The first 10 years started with “seeking my fortune” in 
Boston with a handful of Denison friends. I worked for the 
Christian Science Publishing House and loved being in New 
England with my Denison friends. Then I bailed from the 
job and the church and moved to Chapel Hill, N.C., to attend 
linguistics grad school. Then off to California for a brief, 
practice marriage. 

By 1982, I was married to David Cansler whom I met at the 
swimming pool at UNC while working at my lifeguarding job. I 
joined him in Austin, Texas, and started putting down roots. I 
pursued a career in education, starting with getting a teacher 
certification at UT Austin. David is a clinical psychologist 
and health information manager at a state hospital, so we 
have both devoted our lives to helping professions in the 
public sector. I have taught pre-k through 8th grade, starting 
with French, moving on to remedial reading, middle school 
language arts, and landing in first grade. Children are my 
favorite humans, especially 5- to 6-year-olds! It is a joy and 
privilege to be the first one who teaches a person how to read 
and write, use a calendar, tell time, count money, why we have 
holidays, how to plant a seed and nurture it, and more. Really!  

DENISON MEMORIES
Freshman year was a lot of fun…all experiences were new! I 
lived on 3rd West in Crawford Hall of course and I remember 
dropping water balloons on the convertible cars driving 
around the dorm for “Beta War.” I have strong memories of 
listening to the new album “Hair” with Carol Dilts and others 
until we had the lyrics memorized. Drinking wine from a 
leather pouch at the Theta pig party stands out too. Can’t 
remember what fraternity co-sponsored it. 

Sophomore year got more political with the strike, mass 
meetings, and Black Demands. Others will mention The 
Who coming to Denison, so I will say how thrilled I was with 
Laura Nyro! All in all, dorm life was definitely more fun and 
meaningful than dating life. Don’t hate me…I guess I had a 
few good dates!

EDUCATION
Major: French

Clubs and activities:
Kappa Alpha Theta sorority; Junior-year-
abroad in Grenoble, France; Denison Christian 
Association; Synchronized Swim Club.

Other degrees and certifications:
Elementary education certification at University 
of Texas at Austin.

FAMILY
We finally got lucky in the offspring department 
at around age 40! Two girls who have been a 
joy to raise! Hillary is 31, went to Vanderbilt 
and UT Southwestern for graduate school, 
found her perfect match, and finally married 
him. She works for the University of Florida as 
a neuroscience researcher. Susie, 30, went to 
the University of Texas at Austin and is a world 
traveler (ex.: Cuba, Japan, Thailand, Colombia, 
Iceland, Croatia, Estonia, Sweden, and all the 
more usual destinations). She is an instructional 
designer (teacher?) and works in technology 
education in Austin. 

We are now trying to figure out when and where 
to retire. I stopped working in June 2020, but 
David hasn’t had a clear signal yet that it’s time.

My family: son-in-law Taylor, me, Susie, Hillary, and my 
husband David.



Helen French Graves
74 Branch St., Unit 9, Scituate, MA 02066
2183 Sunridge Circle, Broomfield, CO 80020
heleng4545@comcast.net
(781) 871-1192

Journalism (retired).
Reporter-Editor 
Boston, Mass.
Founding editor of Women’s Business, a newspaper covering women leaders in the Greater Boston area.

LIFE
When Denison’s career counselor told me to look in the 
Yellow Pages to see what interested me, I took the matter 
to heart and, after graduation, took a job at Fernald 
State School in the Boston area. I loved my intellectually 
challenged charges. 

Next, I was the manager of one of Boston’s first 
community residences, until I married, moved to central 
Massachusetts, and put my major to use at Sturbridge 
Village! I again used my degree (somewhat) to teach at a 
preschool in Richmond, Va., thanks to a class with hands-
on training at a Granville kindergarten.

Returning to the Boston area, I answered the newspaper’s 
Yellow Pages counterpart, the Want Ads, for a weekly 
correspondent. (Thank you, creative writing classes!) That 
first job led to a local daily and then to another weekly 
chain, where I evolved from reporter to reporter-editor in 
news, A&E, and, in two locations, special sections.

I should mention that, even before this point, I was the 
single parent of three boys, sharing them with their dad. 
Dustin was born post-Sturbridge, Tim during my preschool 
stage, and Andy arrived at the time of the first newspaper 
gig. There were also three generations of Dalmatians, and 
litters.

For my last job, I was tapped to become the founding 
editor of Women’s Business. I was privileged to tell the 
stories of Boston’s leaders in business, law, health care, 
nonprofit, and government. Also, no longer in local news,  
I freelanced for the Boston Globe and served on my town’s 
finance committee. 

The paper’s publisher and I co-wrote Her Turn: Why It’s 
Time for Women to Lead in America, which was copyedited 
in India by people with varying grasps of English. For 
instance, ASAP came back as the Association of Strategic 
Alliance Professionals (ASAP). I sent back corrections, so 
any remaining typos are not my fault!

Women’s Business closed after 15 years with good timing 
for me. My dad had died and my mom moved from the 

EDUCATION
Major: Social Studies (Psychology, Sociology 
and History).

Clubs and activities:
Field hockey, four years (D letter arrived 
many years later!); secretary and Ohio 
State School for the Blind liaison, Denison 
Community Association; Kappa Alpha Theta; 
Junior Advisor, second semester; volunteer 
working on spatial awareness with kids.

Other degrees and certifications:
M.A., Early Childhood.

FAMILY
Who ever expects to take care of kids, a 
house, and dogs on her own? Looking back 
though, those were fun, busy, challenging, and 
invigorating years. The boys, Dustin, Tim, and 
Andy, have grown into accomplished, thriving 
adults, and I couldn’t be happier for them. 
Dustin and Tim, along with his wife Lisa and 
daughters Lola and Elise, live in Colorado. 
Andy still resides in Massachusetts. I’m lucky 
to spend time with them in both locations on 
a six-month basis, plus vacations and visits. 
Note to Denison: Lola is intrigued by the 
Eisner Center. 
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Florida Keys to assisted living near me, and now I had the 
time to spend with her. Before she died four years later, 
I was lucky to have her live in my home for her last six 
months. 

To explain what happened next, I need to backtrack to 
say that while I was working for the local daily, I raised a 
black Lab for Guiding Eyes for the Blind (GEB). More than 
25 years later, I again raised GEB puppies, each from eight 
weeks to 15 months of age. Three more pups launched, 
and I now dog-sit for vacationing raisers since I spend my 
winters in Colorado and my summers in Massachusetts. 

While I jokingly call my Denison degree my first useless 
degree (I have a second useless degree, a master’s in 
early childhood earned when schools were slashing 
teaching staffs by a third), I am grateful for my time 
at Denison. I could carve out a major that interested 
me, meet great people and professors, form lifelong 
friendships, and have a lot of fun along the way. You can 
likely find the summation of my four years at Denison in 
the Yellow Pages, under “Fulfillment.”

New Year’s Eve dinner in Iceland before 
heading out to see the Northern Lights. Left 
to right: Andy, Dustin, Tim, me, Lisa, Elise 
and Lola.

Ignore the smile. It’s hard returning a puppy to Guiding 
Eyes for the Blind. Wichita lives with a boy with autism 
through GEB’s then-Heeling Autism program.

Camera-shy Dalmatians made 
for interesting Christmas cards.



Thomas J. Hattersley
7967 Cooper Road, Montgomery, Ohio 45242
that@cinci.rr.com 
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Human Resources and software development (retired).

LIFE
My career had the common thread of dealing with 
employment issues, first, as an employment discrimination 
investigator for the Ohio Civil Rights Commission where I 
investigated and testified for the Attorney General of Ohio. 
Among others, I worked on the lawsuit that integrated 
the Cincinnati Fire Department. Inspired by the assistant 
attorney general for whom I worked, I enrolled in night 
law school.

Graduating law school, I went to work in the law 
department at The Kroger Co. In time, Kroger moved 
me to a human resources role. I remained in HR for the 
rest of my career, leading HR departments for Cintas, 
International Paper, and Cincinnati Bell.

Cincinnati Bell vice president of HR was my last corporate 
position. I spent the ensuing 20 years with a partner 
building and running an HR software firm, which we 
recently sold to a larger competitor. The firm was built 
around a performance management app we developed 
and a performance assessment app we licensed and 
resold. We integrated the two to offer big-company-like 
HR processes to mostly privately held small- and medium-
sized businesses.

I continue to serve on a handful of business and non-
profit boards, but I am otherwise retired. We now more 
frequently get together with family and friends, travel 
regularly, and attend as many FC Cincinnati soccer 
matches as possible.

DENISON CONNECTIONS
I am what Denison calls a 1st Gen, first generation in 
a family to attend college. People from the zip code I 
grew up in often did not graduate high school—such as 
my parents—and very rarely had gone to college. Our 
fair college on the hill opened a whole new world to me. 
Moreover, I’ve been happy to be able to stay in touch with 
Denison over the years.

For the last 21 years, I have served as a Trustee for the 
Denison University Research Foundation, returning to 
campus at least once a year to hear professors’ funding 
requests for proposed research. This kept me in touch 

EDUCATION
Major: Psychology

Clubs and activities:
Beta Theta Pi fraternity; football; lacrosse.

Other degrees and certifications:
J.D., Salmon P. Chase College of Law.

FAMILY
Some of you will remember my then OSU 
girlfriend, now wife, Sharon, from our time at 
school. We’re from Cincinnati, we returned to 
Cincinnati, and we remain in Cincinnati. By the 
numbers: 50 years married as of July 2022, 
two daughters, two sons-in-law, twin 8-year-
old granddaughters, 38 years in the same 
1880’s house—a city landmark which we’ve 
enjoyed restoring.  

We’ve both been involved in a variety of 
community work. Sharon focuses on animal 
welfare. In addition to serving on various 
non-profit boards, I volunteered in a men’s 
maximum-security prison for years. You can 
read about my prison work in my book, “A 
Funny Thing Happened In Prison The Other 
Day,” available both on Amazon and Barnes & 
Noble.

continued on next page



with two of our classmates who are also DURF Trustees: 
Sheila Parks Little and Rob Korba.

I played team sports before Denison, at Denison, and 
after graduating from Denison. When my then six-year-
old daughter, Megan, needed a soccer coach, even though 
soccer was one sport I not only had not played, but had 
not even seen played, I filled the role. I coached her until 
she left for college, having been recruited to play soccer at 
Denison in 1998.

Another Denison coincidence: I was co-captain of Denison’s 
football team along with Trevor Young ’72. My daughter, 
Megan ’02, married a Denison grad, Dan Hayes ’00, captain 
of his Denison football team. 

I had begun refereeing soccer and by the time Megan left 
for Denison, I had worked my way up through children and 
high school-referee ranks to the NCAA level. My assigner 
could not give me any Denison matches while my daughter 
was playing. Thereafter, I was assigned one or two a year. 
I refereed my very last match at Denison, retiring from 
refereeing in 2007.

Finally, on the topic of connections with Denison, some 
alums I regularly stay in contact with include classmates 
Dick Haines and Kerry Beringhaus, Pat Cronin ’74, Billy 
Harris ’74, Mark Longenecker ’73, and Judd Heitzman ’71.

Our mentor-inspired donation to Denison was made in 
honor of my freshman advisor, psychology professor, and 
later provost, Charles J. Morris, also a 1st Gen Denison 
graduate from Cincinnati.

With Sharon at  
FC Cincinnati Stadium.

Traveling in Europe with my wife, Sharon.



Sheila Parks Little
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Eli Lilly and Company, Indianapolis (retired).
Research in molecular biology of recombinant proteins, stroke,  
and Alzheimer’s disease.

LIFE
After Denison, I received my MS and PhD from Harvard 
University with post-doctoral training from the Sidney 
Farber-Dana Cancer Center in Boston. My research 
concerned an RNA and DNA virus which came in handy 
to interpret the recent COVID pandemic, vaccines, and 
therapeutics. I had heard about the possibility of a 
messenger RNA vaccine during the 1980s and was excited 
about the idea.

I was fortunate to get a job at Eli Lilly and Company in 
Indianapolis. I worked there for 26 years conducting 
research in virology, recombinant proteins as 
therapeutics, stroke and Alzheimer’s disease molecular 
biology and received recognition along the way.

After retirement, I started a biotechnology consulting 
company, and I tried to become more connected with 
the Indianapolis community with involvement like the 
Center for Leadership Development, Midtown Indianapolis 
Board, and The Village of Merici Board that focused 
on developmentally disabled adults, and serving as 
president of the Fortnightly Literary Club, Meridian 
Street Foundation. I served on the Alpha Association 
of Phi Beta Kappa board, Program Committee of AAAS 
(Science Magazine); and my husband, Monroe, and I 
received a Philanthropy award from Indiana University. 
I am currently chair of the Denison University Research 
Foundation (DURF) which provides funds for research of 
Denison faculty.

I think that the concept of the Class of ’72 investing in 
mentorship by faculty and staff is a great idea. We all 
should contribute to this effort. It will allow the current 
and future presidents of Denison support faculty and 
staff mentorship awards. My advisor and mentor was 
Phil Stukus who guided me through my biology travels at 
Denison. The one person that had the greatest impact on 
my career was not a Denison faculty or staff member, but 
the parent of my classmates. Although my parents could 
not attend the Parents Weekends, this guy who was a 
PhD in biochemistry did visit his daughter and counsel me 
about the attributes of the pharmaceutical industry.

DENISON MEMORIES
I have to admit that living with fewer than 20 black 
students out of 2000 on campus was stressful.

EDUCATION
Major: Biology

Clubs and activities:
Black Student Union (founding member), 
Crossed Keys, Mortar Board, Phi Beta Kappa, 
Junior Advisor, Alumni-Nominated Trustee, 
Alumni Council.

Other degrees and certifications:
MS and PHD from Harvard University with 
post-doctoral training at the Sidney Farber 
Cancer Institute.

FAMILY
I married the love of my life, Monroe H Little Jr., 
on June 23, 1973. We have two kids: Alexander 
(MS Pharmaceutical Science, Washington State 
University) and Josephine (Hospitality, Ivy Tech 
Community College, Indianapolis).



National Inventor of the Year Award—Intellectual 
Property Owner’s Association Award 2002 with nine 
other scientists.


