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Grandchildren?

After graduating from Denison, I entered the PhD program in 
English literature at Rice University in Houston, TX.  While 
reading Dickens’s novel Bleak House, with children “dying thus 
around us every day,” I decided to act upon a long- and deeply 
held desire to go to medical school--perhaps not the best-laid 
plan, since I had taken no pre-med at Denison other than general 
chemistry and calculus.  But Denison had prepared me to work 
hard, and I entered Baylor College of Medicine, also in Houston, 
in July 1972, about six months after I married Thomas Hostetter, a 
senior medical student, who was one of Lee Lawless’s best friends 
from high school in St. Louis, MO. 
After my graduation from Baylor in 1975, Tom and I did our 
residencies at Harvard (mine in pediatrics, his in internal 
medicine), and I went on to specialize in pediatric infectious 
diseases. Our two children were born in Boston: Mayme in 1978 
and Jack in 1981.  We spent 16 wonderful years in Minneapolis 
at the University of Minnesota (1982-1998), and then I went on 
to Yale, first as chief of Immunology and then as Chair of the 
Department of Pediatrics from 2002-2010. At Yale I developed 
a course in the English department called Infection in Fiction, 
which examined the symbolism behind infectious diseases in 
the Victorian novel. After Yale, I moved to Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center, initially as director of infectious diseases 
and now as Chair of the Department of Pediatrics since 2014. At 
Cincinnati Children’s, the #3 children’s hospital in US News and 
World Report, I supervise more than 700 faculty and direct the 
research foundation and its endowment. 
Mayme, a Harvard graduate, is now the President/CEO of Relay 
Graduate School of Education in New York City, where she 
lives with her wife, Crista Samaras, and two adorable children: 
Vivian (5.5 years) and George (3.5 years). Jack, a Wash U grad, 
is an NYPD detective, first in the Bronx and now in mid-town 
Manhattan.  He and his wife, Rachel Burgess, have two darling 
boys, David (5 years) and William (3 years).  Since all the best 
things in life are now in Manhattan, I will be heading there after 
my retirement in February 2020. 
I’ve had 45 wonderful years in pediatrics, helping thousands 
of children, establishing one of the first evaluation centers for 
internationally adopted children at Minnesota, leading NIH-
funded research teams, and mentoring the next generation of 
pediatricians.  And to think that it all arose from reading Charles 
Dickens! 
I’m especially grateful to my English professors--particularly 
Dominick Consolo, Tommy Burkett, and Paul Bennett; to  Arnold 
Grudin, the math professor who didn’t blink an eye when an 
English major decided to take calculus her senior year; and to Dr. 
Sam Schaff, who guided me through the maze of medical school 
applications to ultimate fulfillment.
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